
Critically acclaimed for “transporting the listeners to extraordinary heights” and “into a world 

beyond time and space,” pianist Craig Ketter is known for playing with powerhouse sonority 

combined with long-lined, dulcet lyricism. Mr. Ketter has performed as soloist with the Grant 

Park Symphony Orchestra, the North Carolina Symphony, the Sacramento Philharmonic, the 

Oakland East Bay Symphony, the Mobile Symphony, the Raleigh Symphony, the Garden State 

Philharmonic, the Durham Symphony, the Rocky Ridge Music Festival Orchestra, and the 

American Festival for the Arts Orchestra. His solo concerts have taken him to Mexico, Argentina, 

Barbados, France, Germany, Japan, and across the United States and Canada. 

Mr. Ketter regularly joins forces with international singers and chamber groups. Venues include 

NPR’s Performance Today series, CBS Sunday Morning, Sirius Satellite Radio, Carnegie Hall, 

Avery Fisher Hall, the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires, La Huaca de Atlapa in Panama City, the 

Tanglewood Music Festival, the Savannah Music Festival, Bay Chamber Concerts in Rockport, 

Maine, “Music in the Mountains” in Colorado, and The Marilyn Horne Foundation. Musicians he 

has collaborated with include flutists Eugenia Zukerman and Carol Wincenc, clarinetists Stephen 

Williamson, Ricardo Morales, and Jon Manasse, cellists Robert deMaine and Eric Bartlett, 

violinists Kelly Hall-Tompkins, Roy Malan, and Paul Huang, and singers Renee Fleming, Deborah 

Voigt, Christine Goerke, Samuel Ramey, Paul Plishka, Nathan Gunn, Ben Heppner, Cliff Forbis, 

Francisco Casanova, and Robert White. He has also performed with the esteemed actress Claire 

Bloom. 

Craig Ketter began piano studies at the age of seven, giving his first solo recital at the age of ten. 

He has won top prizes in numerous competitions including the Young Keyboard Artists 

Association International Piano Competition, the North Carolina Symphony Young Artists 

Competition, and the Kingsville International Piano Competition. He later won first prizes in the 

Bartok-Kabalevsky-Prokofiev International Piano Competition, the Richardson Awards National 

Piano Competition, and the South Orange Symphony of New Jersey Young Artists Competition. 

He was also awarded the Saunderson Award at the Coleman Chamber Music Competition in Los 

Angeles, California with the Meliora Winds. 

Craig Ketter received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from the Eastman School of Music 

under the tutelage of Nelita True and Barry Snyder, where he also taught as Mr. Snyder’s 

assistant. He continued post-graduate studies with Yoheved Kaplinsky and John Perry. 

Complementing his performing with teaching, Mr. Ketter has presented master classes 

throughout the United States and Argentina. He has been a faculty member of the Rocky Ridge 

Music Festival in Colorado and has served as Chair of the Piano Faculty at the American Festival 

for the Arts in Houston, Texas. He is currently on the faculty of New Jersey City University. Mr. 

Ketter currently resides in Fair Lawn, New Jersey with his wife, Canadian soprano Valerie 

Gonzalez, and his sons Isaac and Daniel.  

 

 



Adam Levin has recorded, performed or collaborated in North America and Europe as a 
composer, lyricist, arranger, producer, keyboardist and/or vocalist for musical and performance 
artists, theatre and ballet.  He was educated at Indiana University School of Music, University of 
Michigan School of Music at Interlochen, and Berklee College of Music. 
As this anniversary concert signifies history and longevity, I have selected Destined as the 
oldest work I still accept responsibility for that began as the third and final movement of a 
20-minute opus before I knew any better, and have managed to boil down to 6 minutes! 
 
Steven L. Rosenhaus is a true multi-hyphenate composer, arranger, conductor, lyricist, 
dramaturge, educator, author of both non-fiction and speculative fiction, music performer, and 
actor. Dr. Rosenhaus taught composition at New York University’s Steinhardt School for over 30 
years and now gives master classes and workshops.  
The Apian Way was commissioned by pianist Laura Leon for a fundraising event supporting 
research into the decline of bee populations; the title of the two-movement work (“The Dream of 
Bees” and “Busy”) is wordplay on the famous road connecting the ancient cities of Rome and 
Brindisi. 
 
Catherine Neville’s music is performed and commissioned by ensembles and solo artists alike. 
An instructor of music theory, Ms. Neville specializes in creating works that blend aspects of 
tonality and serial techniques, resulting in a unique and highly expressive musical language.. 
catherinenevillecomposer.com 
Textiles is inspired by the two-part inventions of J.S. Bach. In E Minor, it is an indulgence of 
counterpoint that occasionally strays into 21st-century harmonic conventions. 
 
Joel Mandelbaum is Professor Emeritus at Queens College where he has taught since 1961.  
His works include 2 operas, many songs  and a few experimental microtonal pieces. 
The Finale from Sonata, begun while studying with Copland at Tanglewood in 1957, when the 
axe of serialism fell suddenly and violently on all, is a full-bodied rondo-finale.   
 
George Cork Maul is an East End Composer, keyboardist and Performance Art  
https://georgecorkmaul.com/ 
The Cartoon is an experiment mixing chromatic and modal ideas. 
 
Edward Smaldone is Professor Emeritus at the Aaron Copland School of Music, Queens 
College.  His music shows a "gift for intricate craftsmanship [and] quick-witted imagination” - 
Fanfare.  
Secret of the Earth is one of 6 Transformational Etudes, composed in 1990, based on 
semi-abstract paintings by Long Island artist Irv Abram. 
 
Margaret E. Collins earned a PhD in Music Composition from Trinity College Dublin and a 
Masters in Music Composition from The Aaron Copland School of Music at CUNY Queens 
College. Her recent work explores the integration of non-Western instruments into Western art 
music ensembles. 

https://www.catherinenevillecomposer.com/


About Tantrum: Music expresses a range of emotions. Sometimes those emotions are rage and 
the intermittent exhaustion that accompany it. 
 
Sunny Knable is a composer, pianist, educator, and author.  He is an Assistant Professor at 
Central Connecticut State University, and the Music Director of The Church-in-the-Gardens in 
Forest Hills, New York. 
New World is a mashup of the British and American national anthems from “Sonata1776” 
commissioned by harpsichordist Faythe Vollrath on the 250 anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
 
Robert Knable is a composer of chamber, orchestral, jazz, and theater works. He has also 
been a freelance woodwind performer and conductor, and professor of music for many years. 
Entanglement (referring to the unique relationship between the left and right hands in 
piano music) is comprised of three short continuous pieces – Prelude, Pavane, and 
Musette a la Blues. 
 
Brooklyn-born and Baldwin-raised, Myron Silberstein (b. 1974) belongs to the longstanding 
tradition of the composer-pianist. His performance career has been devoted to uncovering 
overlooked mid-20th century American music.https://myronsilberstein.com 
Reflection (2024) takes its title both from the mirror-writing technique it uses and from its 
troubled, pensive outlook. 
 
Jay Anthony Gach is an internationally performed and recorded professional composer. He 
writes music for the concert stage, the theatre, and the mass media.  
This is How it Goes is the last piece in my series of 11 piano pieces. The entire series titled 
“Without Borders”, suggests a compositional approach that embraces all contemporary styles 
and aesthetics. 
 
After earning a Ph.D. in Theory and Composition from New York University in 
2001, Dana Richardson taught at Fredonia College and New York University. In 2009 
his article Syntonality: A New System of Harmony was published in the first issue of the 
SCI online theory journal. 
Storm depicts a thunderstorm from first droplets to torrential rain and savage thunder. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://myronsilberstein.com/

